[Infections after insertion of epidural catheters].
Three cases of iatrogenic infection following the insertion and subsequent use of an epidural catheter are described. The development, symptoms, diagnostic possibilities and treatment of epidural abscess are described. It is stressed that patients with decreased immunological defences are more prone to infection. Two patients with epidural abscesses are described. In both cases there was a "doctors-delay" before diagnosis was reached. Despite neurosurgical intervention both patients developed paralysis of the lower extremities, bladder and intestinal function, in one of them irreversibly. We also describe one patient who developed meningitis following eight attempts to insert an epidural catheter. The importance of quick diagnosis and intervention is stressed as well as the importance of strict sterility while inserting and using epidural catheters.